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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. I I Claims Nos : 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. □ Claims NOS 



because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, spedfically: 



3. Claims Nos: 



because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) 

Box n Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Conthiuatlon of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See separate sheet 
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— searchable claims 

2* |x I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justi^dng an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 

payment of ax^ additional fee. 

3. I I As only some ofthe required additional search fees were timely paid by the appUcant, this internatio 

report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search 

rcport is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used i^en the space in any of Boxes I to Vni is not sufScient) ; 

Continuation off Box No: II Lack of Unity 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one 
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this conclusion 
the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: . 

1. Claims 1 to 3 are directed to an improved method for the metered dispensation of a particulate welding material 
whidi comprises a) establishing a primary flow of such material through a first hopper and a second hopper is 
series; b) extracting from such primary flow through the second hopper a determined secondary flow of such 
material; and c) recycling such secondary flow to such primary flow in such a manner that a metered 
dispensation of such material is obtained, wherein the improvement comprises adjusting the primary flow 
through the first hopper in such a maimer that a desired size range of particulate material is delivered. It is 
considered that adjusting the primary flow through the first hopper in such a manner that a desired size range of 
particulate material is delivered comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims S to 8 are directed to an apparatus for the metered dispensation of a particulate welding material which 
comprises a) a first hopper having a first inlet means and a first outlet means; b) a second hopper in flow 
connection with the first hopper and having a second inlet means and a second outlet means; c) a take-off means 
in combination with the second hopper and adapted to remove a selected amount of particulate material from a 
flow of such material through the first and second hoppers; and d) recycling means adapted to return a desired 
amount of particulate material to the first hopper, wherein a restrictor means is inserted in the first outlet means 
to restrict the flow of particulate material to a predetermined extent. It is considered that restrictor means 
inserted in the first outlet means to restrict the flow of particulate material to a predetermined extent comprises a 
second "special technical feature". 

« 

3. Claun 9 is directed to an ^paratus for the metered dispensation of a particulate welding material which 
comprises a) a first hopper having a first inlet means and a first outlet means; b) a second hopper in flow 
connection with the first hopper and having a second inlet means and a second outlet means; c) a take-ofiF means 
in combination with the second hopper ad^ted to remove a selected amount of particulate welding material from 
a flow of such material through the first and second hoppers; and d) a reservoir of particulate welding material 
from the take-off means from which such material may be recycled at selected intervals into the first hopper. It 
is considered that the reservoir of particulate welding material from the take-oiOf means from whidi such material 
may be recycled at selected intervals into the first hopper conq}rises a third "special technical feature". 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups of 
claims is a method or apparatus for metered dispensation of welding material comprising a first hopper, a second hopper 
and recycling the particulate flow into the first hopper. However this concept is not novel in the light of AU 61378/00 
(753910)( T.A.C.A. (AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD). Therefi)re these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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